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Chief Unveils Exclusive F-150 Repair System at NACE

Grand Island, NE --  Working side by side with Ford engineers and repair technicians, Chief Automotive Technologies has developed and will introduce at NACE a Design Based Anchoring System that will be needed to correctly repair collision damaged 2009 Ford F-150’s.  

An innovative and dedicated anchoring system was needed because of the many high-tech materials included in the new F-150 design.  The cab alone contains no fewer than seven different high-strength steel alloys, but while the cab is mostly high-strength steel, the cab floor is not.  As a result, traditional anchoring and pulling techniques will distort the cab floor long before achieving the desired results.  Additionally, because of the high-strength steel content in both the cab and frame, the cab may have to be removed before any major structural repairs are attempted.

“The 2009 Ford F-150 utilizes an extensive amount of High Strength (HSS) and Ultra High Strength (UHSS) Steel,” explained Gerry Bonanni, Paint & Body Technical Engineer for Ford Motor Company.  “The use of proper measurement, anchoring, pulling and component replacement procedures and equipment will be critical to ensure that the vehicle will be restored to pre-accident condition during collision repair.”

Designed for use with Chief’s Fuzion and ShopHopper Design Based Repair Systems, the F-150 cab can be quickly offloaded and anchored to the ShopHopper using a 2-post lift.  Light pulls and other repair work can be made on the cab using the ShopHopper and its 5-ton tower, while any frame damage can be simultaneously repaired using the Fuzion.  Both the cab and frame can be measured using Chief laser measuring and Intelli-Tape technologies during repairs to insure accuracy, and the two sections can then be reunited for any final repair/finishing work.
“The Ford F-150 is state-of-the-art in terms of fuel efficiency and occupant safety,” said Randy Gard, president of Chief Automotive Technologies, “and Ford understood the importance of repairing these vehicle correctly.  Consequently, Ford and Chief engineers worked closely and exclusively together over the past 18 months to develop an anchoring system that would do the job and do it right.  The end result is Chief’s Design Based Anchoring System…a proprietary anchoring system that will be the only system available that can properly repair the F-150 the way Ford says it should be repaired.”
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The use of the Design Based Anchoring system will enable shops to correctly and efficiently  repair 2009 F-150’s, and since the repair process using the cab-off technique is being recommended by Ford, insurance company disagreements over procedures and costs should be kept to a minimum.      

“There are going to be a lot of 2009 Ford F-150’s on the road very shortly, “Gard concluded, “and Chief’s Design Based Anchoring System, when combined with our VIP access to all available OEM repair data will be the only way shops can repair these trucks quickly, correctly and profitably.”
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